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Description

With wry humor & penetrating satire, Flatland takes us on a mind-expanding journey into a
different world to give us a new vision of our own. A. Square, a slightly befuddled narrator, is
born into a place which is limited to two dimensions--irrevocably flat--& peopled by a hierarchy
of geometrical forms. In a Gulliver-like tour of his bizarre homeland, A. Square spins a
fascinating tale of domestic drama & political turmoil, from sex among consenting triangles to
the intentional subjugation of Flatland's females. He tells of visits to Lineland, the world of one
dimension, & Pointland, the world of no dimension. But when A. Square dares to speak openly
of a 3rd, even a 4th dimension, his tragic fate climaxes a brilliant parody of Victorian society.
An underground favorite since its publication in England in 1884, Flatland is as prophetic a
science-fiction classic as the works of H.G. Wells, introducing aspects of relativity & hyperspace
years before Einstein's famous theories, & it does so with a wonderful, enduring enchantment.

Insightful reviews

T. Edmund: Most intriguing, flatland tells the tale of an esteemed triangle (whoops | mean A
Square) who explores the world and culture of flatland, and his adventures with the spheres,
cubes, and line-landers.

I must confess much of this story went not over my head, but in all dimensions around it. |
wasn't sure whether to laugh at, study or simply peruse the text with a chuckle and not much
more.

Luckily at just over 100 pages the book didn't take much time out of the day, although not
traditionally compelling reading could be a little slow.

Matthew: For modern readers, the most compelling aspect of Flatland is inevitably the
philosophical and theological undertones of the book. It is the story of A. Square, who is the
resident of an entirely two dimensional world in which everything exists on a single plane.
Flatland, as the narrator names his world, is inhabited various geometrical figures who go about
their lives unable to see more than a single straight line. In the course of the book, the narrator
is visited by a sphere, who comes from a place called Spaceland to deliver to the narrator "the
Gospel of Three Dimensions" and thus enlighten him as to the limited nature of his existence.

Particularly for those of us living in a post-Einstein world, Flatland is a useful exercise in analogy
to help conceptualize the idea of a fourth dimension, despite our only being able to percieve
three. It can further be read theologically, by looking at the idea of a higher reality in the
mathematical sense. However, | would not be honest if | did not admit that these speculations
make up only about half of the book. The first half uses Flatland to critique, very specifically, the
society of the late 1800's. This satirical aspect, while interesting to me, does not much reflect
onto my life or ideas in any truly useful way, and | imagine that most modern readers would
have much the same experience.

So, | strongly recommend the book to anyone interested in philosophy, physics, theology, or



Victorian society. | imagine that most others would find it a bit dull.

Nandakishore Varma: At the outset... the 5 stars are entirely subjective. | love maths, | love
playing mathematical games, | love philosophising about maths. So this book is perfect for me.
But if maths is not your cup of tea, you may not enjoy it as much as | did.

| first read about this book in one of Martin Gardner's "Mathematical Games" anthologies, and
was enthralled by the concept. (In fact, he discusses two books: Flatland by Edwin A. Abbot and
An Episode of Flatland by Charles Hinton written with the same premise. He says Hinton's book
is better, and | have managed to locate an online version recently, but have not had time to read
it so far.)

We live in a world of three dimensions. It is easy for us to deal with one dimension (the line), two
dimensions (the plane) and three dimensions (space). But can we conceptualise a fourth
dimension? It is well-nigh impossible, for our whole being is tied up on this three-dimensional
paradigm.

Abbot's fictional world is two-dimensional. The characters move about on a flat landscape. They
cannot imagine a third dimension. The narrator of the story, A. Square, is living the relatively
comfortable life of a country gent until he is snatched up into "Spaceland” by a sphere, a three-
dimensional being. He has a view of his land from a three-dimensional perspective, and Square
is never the same again. He comes back to preach the concept of Space to his fellow
countrymen and is promptly incarcerated in an asylum as a lunatic.

There is no story in this short novella: it is more of a mathematical exploration and social
commentary. The first part uses the Flatland society to poke fun at Victorian norms, and is quite
entertaining. The inhabitants of Flatland are all geometrical figures: social pedigree is conferred
by the number of sides one has, the lowliest being the isoceles triangles (the soldiers) and the
highest being the cirles (the priests). (The circle is a special instance of a polygon with an
infinite number of sides.) The male children of a member of one class are usually born with one
more side than the parent, so social climbing is possible. However, the women are all single
lines: they can't aspire to be anything other than "women"! There are also irregular polygons,
who are social misfits.

Abbot explains at length the geography and history of his society. The "Chromatic Revolution"
where an attempt to overthrow the established order by a scheming "irregular” is scuttled by a
clever circle, through an inspiring speech in parliament worthy of Mark Antony, is especially
hilarious.

In the second part, the story submerges itself in the philosophy of maths. The protagonist has a
vision of "Lineland", a world of a single dimension: he tries to explain Flatland to the King of that
realm, but with little success. Then, our hero has a visit from a Sphere, an inhabitant of
"Spaceland”, and he faces the same problem in comprehending the third dimension as the king
of Lineland had in comprehending the second (later, the Sphere demonstrates the same
shortsight when Square moots the possibility of a fourth dimension).



Square is transported into Spaceland by Sphere, and suddenly he can see Flatland from the
outside: including the inside of the houses and the intestines of the inhabitants, all at the same
time! He also comprehends that the magical ability of a Spaceland denizen to move in and out
of Flatland wherever he/ she wishes is nothing but a question of simple three-dimensional
geometry. Square also is witness to a parliarmentary meeting where the Sphere makes a
surprise appearance, to try to convince the rulers of Flatland about the existence of space, but
to no avail. The preaching of space is a state crime in Flatland, with the penalty of either death
or life in confinement(according to the social status of the individual)- the ultimate fate of the
narrator of the story.

Yet even though he is destined to spend his remaining life in an asylum, Square is not willing to
let go of his vision of Space. Once seen, he is transformed for life.

Abbot, a teacher and theologician, uses his knowledge of philosophy and mathematics not only
to create a satire, but also to raise big questions about the limitations of perception in general. It
is an extremely enjoyable read, and the issues it raises will stay with you even after you finish it.

Since it is available online free from Gutenberg, | suggest everyone to give it a try.

Robert Beveridge: Flatland is a type of pseudo-scientific novels that has considering that turn
into a section of the clinical canon within the related means that Alice's Adventures in
Wonderland has; whilst trying to clarify theoretical physics to a class, and at a dead-end, a
professor is so much liekly to show to an analogy from Flatland. Which makes sense. Flatland is
the tale of A. Square, a resident of the two-dimensional Flatland, and the way he involves
needless to say there are universes in each dimension. just before this, the assumption of any
universe yet his personal two-dimensional universe was once unthinkable; by way of the top of
the novel, he's positing the life of a great, infinitely-dimensional being-- god. this isn't surprising;
Edwin Abbott was once a theologist first and foremost. what's miraculous is how smooth eyes
have visible this tale, and it provides us a viewpoint at the unending debate as to if the author's
trust approximately his tale is the ultimate and "right" one.Abbott intended his booklet as a
treatise on theoretical physics-- if at all-- in just a minor way. in response to Abbott himself, his
major objective within the writing of Flatland used to be to provide a type of "satire of manners"
on Victorian England. And, given what little i do know of the methods of existence in Victorian
England, he appears correct at the money. yet what do | know? Abbott's statement is
subsidized up by way of the constitution of the novel, certainly; the 1st hundred pages of this
small (hundred fifty page) tome are dedicated to the customs and mores of Flatland. How
stinging a feedback they're of the values and mores of Victorian England isn't for me to say.
Thus, these people who're no longer historians are left with the ultimate fifty pages, and the
impression of the 1st hundred pages upon them (which, apart shape the information won
therein, is minimal); and, a minimum of so far as the physicists go, the publication has
metamorphosed right into a trestise on theoretical physics.I'm no longer a theoretical physicist,
either, yet i have continuously been attracted to arithmetic in a type of hobbylike way, and the
maths provided in Flatland is good, good idea that still occurs to be thought-provoking. Seeing
how A. Square's attention of ways the 3rd size works dawns on him, and seeing how Lord
Sphere explains the mechanics of the 3rd measurement to A. Square, you may take these
arguments and lead them to to postulate a theoretical fourth measurement (albeit one who is



most unlikely to visualize, not less than in the slender scope of my mathematical knowledge)
and its supercubes with 16 issues and 8 faces, and the like.The aspect is, however, we appear
to have taken a minor a part of the book's attract its unique viewers and made that its complete
charm today. We nonetheless imagine it really is solid (or it would not nonetheless be in print
100 16 years after its release, no?), yet we expect assorted facets of it are good. The critiques
of the artist have handed on, and the paintings itself is still in a distinct perspective.

Jafar: This e-book is simply brilliant. Written through a British mathematician in 1881, it's a brief
fable novel approximately lifestyles in dimensions. humans during this e-book stay in a two-
dimensional world. they don't seem to be conscious of, or cannot even imagine, the 3rd
dimension. they've got basic geometrical shapes like triangles and squares and different
polygons. the better the variety of the sides, the better the person is within the social hierarchy.
those that have such a lot of aspects that they resemble a circle are priests. The land is
governed by way of the manager Circle. Squares are thought of middle-class. Triangles are
underclass and soldiers. the bottom prestige is given to ladies who're simply instantly lines. |
don’t learn about the political views of the author. He used to be both mocking the sexism and
the inflexible social order of the Victorian Britain, or he was once a excellent reactionary.
existence in dimensions has its many challenges. as an instance — every body seems like a
directly line. Shapes are famous basically while noticeable from above — in a 3D world. if you
happen to live to tell the tale a airplane and notice every thing at the airplane level, every little
thing is simply a immediately line. the writer is going to a few size explaining how humans can
distinguish shapes (similar to how 3D creatures like ourselves may have 3D vision). existence in
Flatland isn't as dull as it's possible you'll think. much goes on. There are wars and revolutions
too. the tale is narrated via a sensible sg. who's visited via a Sphere from a third-dimensional
world. humans in Flatland can't even think a 3rd dimension, like we can’t think a fourth spatial
dimension. think that you're 2nd and a sphere from a 3D area passes via your plane. it's only
some extent at first, then turns into a circle transforming into in size, then a circle shrinking in
size, till it disappears. the entire while, you haven't any suggestion the place the circle got here
from and the place it went to. A 3D entity can see and contact the interior of your physique (from
above, yet you don’t recognize what above is). If you've locked away issues on your 2nd safe,
the 3D man can choose them up from there and positioned them in entrance of you. There are
numerous fantastical issues that the 3D man can do on your 2nd global — all magic to you!
consider the results for us if there's a fourth spatial measurement and whatever involves us from
the 4D space.

Laura: i used to be doubtful beginning this, as it truly is written in a excessive Victorian kind that
may be a bit a slog, and the introduction, that is mercifully short, didn't precisely make my center
jump up like an eagle on the considered continuing. yet as soon as | acquired into the
publication proper, it grew to become out to be a satisfaction on loads of degrees -- for example,
as a satire of stratified Victorian society (and our own, t00); as a observation at the hazards of
bucking traditional wisdom; and at the trouble of pushing our minds earlier their accustomed
boundaries. The e-book additionally offers the reader a very good overview of geometry and
physics, and if it has been years because you gave a lot notwithstanding to these issues (since
many years after college, in my case), you will benefit from the psychological gymnastics you
will have to do to persist with the narrator's factors of many of the geometrical principles. i used
to be really sorry while this one ended.
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