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Description

Biography of Mary Queen of Scots - The New York Times says "She had everything - dazzling
beauty, brilliant wit, captivating charm, unflinching courage. Born to reign, she was every inch a
queen as she made her inperious moves on the chessboard of power. But, she could not rule
her own impulsive heart, and she scandalized her people with her passions, was betrayed by
the brutal and powerful man she loved, and was lured into the deadly spiders web woven by her
envious and unforgiving cousin, Elizabeth of England. Here is the unforgettable story of Mary
Queen of Scots, who lost a throne for love, and gained immortal triumph in her ultimate hour of
tragedy.

Insightful reviews

Madeline: I’ve never read a nonfiction book about Mary Stuart, and the last (and, I think, only)
fiction book I’ve read about her was back in elementary school, when I read her book from the
Royal Diaries series. (I think it was called Mary, Queen of Scots: Queen Without a Country or
something like that, and I remember not liking it very much.) What I knew about her going into
this book was taken almost entirely from Elizabeth-centric history books, which obviously don’t
always show Mary in the best light. I’ve always been staunchly Team Elizabeth, but I decided it
was time I gave Mary a fair shot. (confession a: I mostly decided to start reading this book now
because I have become obsessed with the CW show Reign, which I will discuss further at the
end of the review because oh my god, you guys, and confession b: I was tempted to write this
review as a fourteen-year-old Reign fan who was OUTRAGED at all the things that were
missing from the show. But I digress)

Mary Stuart is one of the sadder historical figures I’ve come across. She was a queen almost
from birth, but had to be taken out of her home country after only a few years to avoid being
killed. She was brought up in France, married a French prince, and felt more at home there than
she ever did in Scotland (even later in life, she often signed her name as “Marie” instead of
Mary). When her first husband died and she returned home, things went okay for a while, and
Mary actually showed signs of being a competent ruler, and then everything went swiftly and
horribly wrong. Her later life seems to be comprised of a series of grave errors in judgment
(Bothwell, anyone?) that directly resulted in her being imprisoned for almost twenty years and
then executed. She didn’t ever get a chance to really do anything on her own, and instead spent
her life just reacting to what others did. A study of her life presents a lot of interesting what ifs:
what if she and Elizabeth had actually been able to arrange a meeting early in their reigns, as
Mary tried for years to arrange? What if she had displayed a little more common sense in her
marriages to Darnely and Bothwell? What if, upon being forced to abdicate and flee Scotland,
Mary had gone to France instead of (stupidly) blundering into Elizabeth’s territory?
Unfortunately, there’s no way to answer any of these questions, but it’s at least interesting to
consider how history would have been changed if Mary hadn’t had such terrible and consistent
bad luck.

Fraser’s book does a good job of considering these what-if scenarios, and also proves that
Mary had the potential to be a great ruler, possibly even greater than Elizabeth. The history is



 

comprehensive, clear, detailed (she spends an entire chapter just examining the infamous
Casket Letters), and balanced: she isn’t afraid to point out when Mary did something extremely
reckless or stupid, and although she can be kind of a dick to Elizabeth, she does point out that
there wasn’t much else the Queen of England could have done. Mary spent the majority of her
life being fucked over by various people and circumstances, and ultimately she’s more
interesting as a figure of speculation than an actual historical figure. The book is interesting;
Mary, not so much.

Okay, let’s talk about Reign. Guys. GUYS. This is all real. Some genius at the CW decided that
it would be an awesome idea to make a show about fifteen-year-old Mary’s life in France
before she married Francis, and it’s basically if Gossip Girl did a Renaissance Faire episode
after skimming a Tudor history book. There is, I shit you not, a completely made-up character
named Sebastian (his nickname is Bash, I’m 100% serious) so we can have a love triangle;
Mary’s four attendants have been renamed Kenna, Aiylee, Grier, and Lola; and there’s a whole
subplot about murderous pagans who live in the woods outside the castle. In 16th-century
France. It’s the best show I’ve ever seen and I hope it lasts ten seasons and you all need to
watch it immediately. And I’m positive that I couldn’t enjoy its batshit disregard for historical
fact nearly as much if I hadn’t just read this book. So in that respect, this was well worth the
read

Lexi Wolfe: Thank goodness I read this book. Had I not, I might have slipped back into my old
habit of thinking that the Tudors - with the POSSIBLE exception of Henry VII, weren't all gits.
Alas, it is Elizabeth who is cast in a harsher light than we are used to seeing her and Mary
herself is shown to be pious, tolerant, maternal and so severely wronged, there is no surprise
when she is relieved from this life smiling. The English view of her, generally, is horrendously
that of a villainess who was promiscuous, deceitful and plotted to kill our reigning monarch,
whereas if you are interested in learning more of the woman than the legend, here she is
painted as charitable, motherly, close to her servants and a notable beauty. Read this, right to
the very end, as you may find that there is some great gratification - as I did - in the final note of
a story of a woman I could not help but feel pity for.

Bap: I hesitate recommending this book because the writing is often dull and the author has an
annoying habit of placing latin and french quotes without a translation. But in the end I do
recommend this book because the story of Mary Queen of Scots tragic life is compelling. Twice
a Queen, first of France than of Scotland. Mary was almost six foot tall in an age when five feet
for woman was average. Beautiful, athletic, pampered, intelligent, naive and a magnet for
misfortune. Her first husband died soon after becoming king. Mary goes to Scotland where she
marries a rake who murders one of Mary's courtiers before her eyes while she is pregnant with
her son the future James I. Her husband is later murdered and then a Scottish warlord rapes
Mary Sicilian style as part of foreplay to wed her. The scottish nobles revolt once again. She
flees Scotland seeking the protection of her cousin Queen Elizabeth who imprisons her for
twenty years before beheading her. She dies with dignity after defending herself brilliantly in her
trial.

Before she died, Mary said the history of England is awash with blood.



 

William Clifford: stress-free despite the outcome.

Susu: Hamburg - Frankfurt - Hamburg - sufficient time to get a major headstart - then one
complete day lounging in cafés and beside the Alster... Mary Stuart is depicted in nice aspect
and the writer attempts to offer sufficient element and history to aid her view on Mary Stuart´s
life. In her view the lady can´t get it wrong and if she does there regularly appears strong cause
- that provides the influence as though the writer has tweaked the whole lot a bit in her favor. no
matter what - very readable biography.

David: Mary is forged in a really comprehensible and sympathetic light. the writer does a
wonderful activity of revealing Mary’s intelligence, courage, queenly bearing, and strength,
whereas additionally together with her education, style, travels, appointments, involvement in
video games and sports, her reading, political stances, her collection of outfits and jewelry, and
motivations in her selection of husbands. Mary is introduced completely to existence by means
of the author’s ability in portraying the old girl and both the female woman, the younger highly-
educated daughter and wife.The writer is exceptional within the learn intensity under-girding this
book, and but she doesn't flaunt the scholarship, or overburden the reader along with her
erudition. Still, the writer covers this brief existence in nice depth, requiring 555 pages supported
by way of valuable proper illustrations and charts of the households taken with the Scottish and
English throne successions of the fifteenth to seventeenth centuries. What may have turn into a
booklet overwhelming in nature, probably tedious and stultifying, has in Fraser’s fingers
develop into an image of a many-sided wealthy existence given absorbingly in a speedy pace.
The velocity gracefully incorporates the reader alongside in the course of the diverse trials and
tribulations of royalty.Through the whole tale there's the robust ever-present non secular
background, the serious contest of Protestantism as opposed to Catholicism through the years
of the Reformation, whilst nations and thrones are gained and misplaced over non secular
stringencies and freedoms. within the broadest terms, the spiritual conflicts of those a long time
is definitely overwhelming. They break humans and tragically construct prejudice of huge
proportions. Mary, Queen of Scots is proven in wealthy soaking up aspect to be a vintage case.
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