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Description

A gripping intellectual adventure story, Sailing from Byzantium sweeps you from the deserts of
Arabia to the dark forests of northern Russia, from the colorful towns of Renaissance Italy to the
final moments of a millennial city under siege....

Byzantium: the successor of Greece and Rome, this magnificent empire bridged the ancient and
modern worlds for more than a thousand years. Without Byzantium, the works of Homer and
Herodotus, Plato and Aristotle, Sophocles and Aeschylus, would never have survived. Yet very
few of us have any idea of the enormous debt we owe them.

The story of Byzantium is a real-life adventure of electrifying ideas, high drama, colorful
characters, and inspiring feats of daring. In Sailing from Byzantium, Colin Wells tells of the
missionaries, mystics, philosophers, and artists who against great odds and often at peril of their
own lives spread Greek ideas to the Italians, the Arabs, and the Slavs.

Their heroic efforts inspired the Renaissance, the golden age of Islamic learning, and Russian
Orthodox Christianity, which came complete with a new alphabet, architecture, and one of the
world's greatest artistic traditions.

The story's central reference point is an arcane squabble called the Hesychast controversy that
pitted humanist scholars led by the brilliant, acerbic intellectual Barlaam against the powerful
monks of Mount Athos led by the stern Gregory Palamas, who denounced "pagan" rationalism
in favor of Christian mysticism.

Within a few decades, the light of Byzantium would be extinguished forever by the invading
Turks, but not before the humanists found a safe haven for Greek literature. The controversy of
rationalism versus faith would continue to be argued by some of history's greatest minds.

Fast-paced, compulsively readable, and filled with fascinating insights, Sailing from Byzantium
is one of the great historical dramas-the gripping story of how the flame of civilization was saved
and passed on.

Insightful reviews

Francisco De Zavalía: El Imperio Bizantino es la parte oriental del Imperio Romano. La parte
occidental desapareció en el siglo V pero la parte oriental recién mil años después, en el siglo
XV. Por siglos los emperadores bizantinos defendieron la frontera sur de Europa, levantaron
magnificas catedrales y preservaron los conocimientos de la Edad Antigua. Y todo lo hicieron
durante los siglos que Europa Occidental estaba dormida, dividida e indefensa.
Este libro se concentra en el legado cultural de los bizantinos y enseña como ellos fueron los
maestros de la Civilización Islámica, de Europa Oriental y de la propia Europa Occidental.

Todd Stockslager: Survey of how Byzantium influenced the Western, Arabic, and Slavic cultures



 

and religions it touched temporally and geographically, does a good job of setting the historical
foundations of each interaction, but then gets bogged down in lists of names and places. Wells
needs to spend less time typing unpronounceable names and more time explaining why we
should try to figure out how to say them; that is to say, he needs to provide more context to
explain why we need to care.

Stephen: Isaac Asimov referred to Byzantium as a forgotten empire, lost and dismissed to the
western mind as a decayed remnant of a once-great power. But Byzantium had a greatness of
its own that inspired civilizations around it, even its enemies. Sailing from Byzantium examines
the literary, political, scientific, and other influences the Eastern empire had on the western
Renaissance, Eastern Europe, and even the nascent Islamic civilization. Though somewhat
impaired by being name-dense and not giving sketch of the Byzantines in brief, Sailing does
deliver a sense of the eastern empire as an inspirational fount during the long millennium that
followed its western antecedent's demise. The three civilizations drinking from its waters took
different elements of the Empire home with them, with some sharing; to the Italians, Byzantium
was the temple of Greek civilization, its scholars the teachers of the first medieval humanists,
including by extension Erasmus. Islam cut its imperial teeth when it seized some of the East's
richest provinces, and Byzantine notions about politics, law, and the aesthetics of royalty
became incorporated into the Islamic civilization as it came of age. This lessened somewhat
after the conquest of Persia, pursued after Constantinople proved too tough to crack. The
Russians, too, were initially rivals of their southern neighbors, making their introduction with a
good old-fashioned Black Sea raid; having common enemies and rivals, however, pushed the
two together, and as the tribe of Russians matured into a state of their own, their religion was
that of Byzantium's. Later, once Constantinople had fallen to the Turks, Russia would even
claim to be the inheritors of the Empire; just as it moved from Rome to Constantinople, so it now
had moved to the third Rome, Moscow. The marriage of a Russian potentate to a Byzantine
princess even attempted to give such a claim practical validation. In examining the Byzantine
influence on these three powers in turn, Wells not only demonstrates the richness of its culture,
but pries open worlds probably mysterious to western readers, connecting exotic history with
some slightly more familiar. It's quite fascinating, though readers would be better served reading
an overview of Byzantine history before launching in.

Graham Podolecki: an excellent read, Wells makes a few first-class points. i discovered his non-
chronological narrative to be troublesome whereas the notice selection and grammar was once
strangely sloppy for a broadcast work. Wells has many a very good element to make, it is too
undesirable that the enhancing couldn't be extra sound.

Lyn: Cool book, i spotted how little I knew in regards to the Byzantine Empire. Scholarly but
approachable and from time to time entertaining, it could actually even be pedantic and thick.
Segmented into Constantinople's impression on Western Europe, Islam and Russia. A
refreshingly erudite paintings that used to be additionally enjoyable to read.

David Berry: I loved this e-book yet may have cherished it even more if it didn't declare to do
whatever it doesn't. It was once interesting to benefit how Plato's dialogues wound their
approach to Florence via immigrant and exiled Byzantine scholars. And it used to be both
interesting to benefit how the Umayyad students preserved Greek philosophy even after the



 

Byzantines banned or suppressed it. this can be a story of scholars, and an exceptional one,
however it is absolutely not a chronicle of the Byzantine Empire's historic influence. It by no
means does greater than contact on politics or social matters. The final section, at the Russia,
could be the main real to the promise of the title. Legend has it journey to the Hagia Sophia
became Russia's princes to Orthodox Christianity. Undoubtedly, Byzantium gave Russia and
japanese Europe its alphabet and church traditions. I left feeling that Byzantium's most crucial
direct ancient effect was once in jap Europe and Russia.
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